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During this event 

Delegates will:

1. Be introduced to the exam paper structure, the various question types and 

command words used in these questions

2. Understand when and where marks are and are not to be awarded for 

different question types

3. Understand the level-based mark schemes used and the relationship 

between different levels as described in the level descriptors

4. Explore examples of different student responses to questions and how 

they would be assessed exemplifying key skills within level descriptors
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Course Description 

This online event is designed for teachers who wish to familiarise 

and/or improve their understanding of assessment practices for 

A level Religious Studies.

This will enable you to mark mock assessments in school more 

confidently, as well as to understand the marking of candidate 

responses from live assessments.



Assessment

All components are 
assessed through an 
externally examined paper 
which follows the same 
structure. 
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AS and A level papers

AS A level

Written examination 1 hour 2 hours 

% of the qualification 33.33% 33.33%

Marks available 54 marks 80 marks
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Assessment objectives

Objective
AS 

weighting

A level 

weighting

AO1

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 

religion and belief, including: 

• religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought 

and teaching 

• influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on 

individuals, communities and societies 

• cause and significance of similarities and 

differences in belief, teaching and practice 

• approaches to the study of religion and belief

50% 40%

AO2
Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches 

to, religion and belief, including their significance, 

influence and study.
50% 60%
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A Level Paper Structure

The demand 

increases from 

Q1 – Q4
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Recommended timings



Marking

Example answers, mark 
schemes and marking 
exercise
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A Guide to Level Marking
There is a 

clear progression 

from Level 1 to 

the next.

'Level-based' mark 

schemes are 

designed to be 

marked holistically, 

with a best fit 

determining the 

awarded outcome.

This is because there 

is no one correct way

to approach 

questions.
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A Guide to Level Marking

There are several 

bullet points within 

each level descriptor.

As students 

progress through the 

levels, the expectation 

increases.

Examiners will judge 

each answer 

holistically to find the 

best fit.



8-mark ‘Explore’ 

Questions
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8-mark ‘Explore’ questions

The 8 marks available are for AO1

• Responses need to show understanding of factual information in relation 

to the question. 

• No credit is given for AO2

Questions are designed to target accessible exploration of the topic. 

• Each idea needs enough development to EXPLORE the concept. 

No need to write more than a page. 

10 minutes is recommended
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8-mark ‘Explore’ questions: Advice 

Approach to the question and arrangement of ideas depends on the 

question.

‘Explore two key ideas…’ 

invites exploration of TWO key ideas/concepts requires information on 

both, to avoid marks being capped.

• Dividing the answer into two distinct sections can be helpful. 

‘Explore ideas about …’ 

invites a full range of knowledge pertinent to the topic.  

• Avoid a list 
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8-mark ‘Explore’: Examples

• Explore ideas about analogy in the design argument for the existence of God.

• Explore the contribution made by Situation Ethics to moral decision making.

• Explore the key ideas concerning the authorship of the Fourth Gospel. 

• Explore the key emphases of ahimsa in the modern world.

• Explore the key themes of Black Theology. 

• Explore key features of the Jewish values of love and justice.

• Explore key beliefs and practices associated with hatha yoga. 

• Explore key beliefs and practices relating to Hajj.

• Explore the key features of nam japna. 

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’: Mark Scheme

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

❑ Select relevant points to show a wide range of knowledge – accurate and 

relevant points made in relation to the focus of the question.

❑ Include a range of points.

❑ Use specialist language correctly and where relevant. 

❑ Keep the answer sustained and focused throughout.

❑ Develop each point to show depth of understanding.

❑ AO2 evaluation will not be credited. 

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Q: Modelled marking 1

Explore the contribution of symbol to debates about religious language. [8]

Shows a 

wide range 

of 

knowledge 

as more 

detail is laid 

out clearly 

with 

another 

example. 

This shows a Level 3: 8-mark response

❑ Wide range of knowledge

❑ Focused on the question

❑ Development shows understanding

{
Begins with 

a definition 

and moves 

on to 

significant 

scholar 

relevant for 

symbol.

Explores 

what symbol 

is not.  }
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Explore key ideas used in Matthew's proof texts to prove Jesus is the Messiah. 

[8]

8-mark ‘Explore’ Q: Modelled marking 2

This shows a Level 2: 5-mark response

❑ Appropriate selection of material

❑ Basic development

}
Davidic descent is unpacked 

briefly but not fully. 

}
Another proof referred to with 

slight development

The candidate briefly refers to proofs 

in Matthew’s text linked to Jesus as 

the Messiah
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Q: Marking task 1

Explore key features of the Christian belief in God as creator. [8]

What level and mark would you give this answer?

(You can find this script in your delegate pack)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Q: Marking task 1

This shows a Level 3: 8-mark response

❑ Range of different ideas included

❑ Directly focuses on the question

❑ Development of ideas shows understanding

Explore key features of the Christian belief in God as creator. [8]
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Q: Marking task 2

Explore the key features of the Jewish values of love and justice. [8]

What level and mark would you give this answer?

(You can find this script in your delegate pack)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Q: Marking task 2

Explore the key features of the Jewish values of love and justice. [8]

This shows a Level 2: 4 mark response

❑ Narrow range of knowledge

❑ Specialist language used appropriately

❑ Lack of development of ideas



12-mark ‘Assess’ 

Questions
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

‘Assess’ means to judge something with respect to its significance. 

• It is not the same as ‘evaluation’ as your own opinion is not needed

• The question is already focussed on a particular topic and is not about 

making synoptic links between topics.  

Questions are designed to allow for the deconstruction of information about 

a topic. 

• The question will never ask for your opinion. 

• Aim for arguments/judgements based on knowledge of the topic.  

• Marks are awarded for BOTH AO1 and AO2. Responses with no AO2 

content cannot normally proceed beyond Level 1. 
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

Aim to spend 20 minutes on this question

• Level 3 demands a wide range of relevant knowledge about the topic.

• Each paragraph needs enough development to assess the 

concept/information. 

• A coherent judgement (assessment) follows on from critical deconstruction 

of information and the examiner can credit logical chains of reasoning. 

• There is no need to write a full three page answer unless writing is very 

large.  
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12-mark ‘Assess’: Examples

• Assess strengths and weaknesses of pacifism.

• Assess the strengths and weaknesses of one critique of religious belief.

• Assess the importance of eschatological themes presented by Jesus in the 

parables of the Great Banquet and the Narrow Door.

• Assess the significance of karuna for Buddhists.

• Assess the Christian belief that the Bible is the word of God.

• Assess the importance of Sri Ramakrishna for the development of modern 

Hinduism.

• Assess the significance of the martyrdom of Husain for Shi’a history and practises.

• Assess Jewish responses to the challenge of science.

• Assess the importance of the sangat today.
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12-mark ‘Assess’: Mark Scheme
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

❑ Select relevant concepts to show a wide range of knowledge 

❑ Remember ‘assess’ means to judge something with respect to its significance -

a successful assessment provides a greater understanding or interpretation of 

the subject. 

❑ Discuss different arguments 

❑ No need for your opinion 

❑ Know the material so that you can judge/assess where the 

argument/perspective sits in relation to the question/topic. 

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)
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12-mark ‘Assess’: Modelled marking 1

Assess Jewish responses to the challenge of science. [12]

{
Precise 

exposition of  

Abramsom’s

critique of 

Darwin & why 

this view 

commits the 

Fallacy of 

Composition

{
An opposing 

response from 

Henrique’s is 

discussed and 

the assessment 

of both views 

provides 

greater 

understanding 

of Jewish 

responses to 

the challenge of 

science.

}
A further 

scholar 

from 

Orthodox 

Judaism 

is 

assessed 

before 

moving 

on to 

Reform 

Judaism.

This second 

page discusses 

the compatibility 

of science with 

aspects of 

Judaism 

This shows a Level 3: 12-mark response

❑ Wide range of knowledge used well

❑ Critical deconstruction to form coherent chains of reasoning

❑ Ideas assessed throughout
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12-mark ‘Assess’: Modelled marking 2

Assess the strengths and weaknesses of pacifism. [12]

AO1 

information 

shown

This shows a Level 1: 3-mark response

❑ AO1 knowledge shown

❑ No assessment of material
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Q: Marking task 1

What level and mark would you give this answer?

(You can find this script in your delegate pack)

Assess the role of Deontology in moral decision making. [12]
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Q: Marking task 1

Assess the role of Deontology in moral decision making. [12]

This shows a Level 3: 12-mark response

❑ Full addresses the question

❑ Wide range of knowledge and terminology

❑ Assessment shown throughout
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Q: Marking task 2

Assess the strengths and weaknesses of one critique of religious belief. [12]

What level and mark would you give this answer?

(You can find this script in your delegate pack)
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Q: Marking task 2 - poll

Assess the strengths and weaknesses of one critique of religious belief. [12]

This shows a Level 2: 6-mark response

❑ Simplistic chains of reasoning

❑ Judgements made on limited range of elements of the question

❑ Some creditable critique



10-mark ‘Clarify’ 

Questions
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

                        

          

                     

                             

            

                          

                   

                            

                         

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’: Mark Scheme

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

❑ Show their knowledge in relation to the topic.

❑ Use key terminology/language (the extract can support this).

❑ Select relevant information to answer the question (using the extract).

❑ Give detailed and developed answers – expand on their annotations from the 

extract.  Fully explain each.

❑ Link key ideas/concepts to references from the extract.

Remember that the goal of asking a ‘clarify’ question is to get additional 

information so that the focus of the question is fully understood.

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’: Modelled marking 1
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10-mark ‘Clarify’: Modelled marking 1

{

Clear links made to the passage where ideas 

about the principle of double effect are clarified 

and additional information is added which 

interprets the meaning of the extract

{
The context of the extract is clearly demonstrated 

by the unpicking of the ideas and additional A01 

information that shows a wide range of knowledge 

about the topic.

}
Clarification is shown by the selection of relevant 

material which further expands on the extract’s 

ideas

}
Expanded on 

ideas from the 

extract with 

detailed 

development

This shows a Level 3: 10-mark response

❑ Material carefully selected from the extract

❑ Detailed and developed showing understanding



43© Pearson Education 2023

10-mark ‘Clarify’: Modelled marking 2
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10-mark ‘Clarify’: Modelled marking 2

{Context of the extract 

known but not 

developed

}
Clarification 

shown here 

but limited to 

this 

paragraph

This shows a Level 1: 3-mark response

❑ Limited AO1 knowledge shown

❑ Brief and undeveloped
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Q: Marking task 1

Clarify the idea that the Believer’s original assertion has ‘died the death of a 

thousand qualifications’.  [10]

What level and mark would you give this answer?

(You can find this script in your delegate pack)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Q: Marking task 1 - poll

This shows a Level 3: 10 mark response

❑ Rigorous understanding demonstrated

❑ Clear links to references from the extract

❑ Fully developed ideas

Clarify the idea that the Believer’s original assertion has ‘died the death of a 

thousand qualifications’.  [10]
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Q: Marking task 2

Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa. [12]

What level and mark would you give this answer?

(You can find this script in your delegate pack)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Q: Marking task 2

Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa. [12]

This shows a Level 3: 7 mark response

❑ Selects key parts from the extract to develop

❑ A range of knowledge about ahimsa shown

❑ Detail but some ideas could be developed further



20-mark ‘Analyse’ 

Questions
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20-mark ‘Analyse’: Examples

• Analyse the distinctive ideas contained in R M Hare’s and Basil Mitchell's responses to Flew’s

use of the Parable of the Gardener.

• Analyse the persuasiveness of arguments in favour of assisted dying

• Analyse the significance of one of the following for understanding the Person of Jesus in the 

Gospels:

• the titles of Jesus

• the ‘I am’ sayings.

• Analyse the significance of the bodhisattva in Buddhism.

• Analyse the strengths of McGrath's critique of Dawkins. 

• Analyse the significance of Dharma (duty), karma, (deeds) and ahimsa (non-violence) in the 

context of ethics. 

• Analyse the claim that the Qur’an is the source of authority for all Muslim belief and practice.

• Analyse the view that the Holocaust presented a crisis of faith for Judaism. 

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)
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20-mark ‘Analyse’: Mark Scheme
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20-mark ‘Analyse’: Advice

‘ANALYSE’ means to examine in detail, to explain and interpret a subject 

in order to understand the nature of/or essential features of the topic. 

Q3b follows on from 3a in this sense and, depending on the question, the 

extract may help to support the analysis demanded by Q3b. 

• Answering question 3a will usually prepare the way for answering 3b. 

• However, repeating AO1 material should be avoided – Q3b has a different 

focus to Q3a. 

Analysis gives meaning beyond what the text tells you directly. 
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 

There is no need to insert a synoptic link in this question. 

To achieve a Level 5 students must:

❑ Unpick the question and include a wide range of relevant knowledge in relation to 

the question – draw from a comprehensive range of evidence to support the 

analysis.  

❑ Select and use relevant specialist language correctly and SUSTAIN the use 

throughout.  

❑ Apply analysis appropriate to the paper and think about how the analysis adds 

meaning to the topic.  

❑ Select content that makes the answer more analytical and not merely more factual. 

❑ Discuss different arguments/perspectives and appraise these. Remain objective 

❑ Keep the answer sustained and focused throughout. 

❑ Develop points fully (more than one simple development) to achieve chains of 

reasoning to support judgements 
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20-mark ‘Analyse’: Modelled marking 1

{

The opening paragraph 

uses a variety of critical 

terminology that laid out 

the direction of the 

response. 

{
Material applied 

effectively 

without 

unnecessary 

detail.  Focus 

was on analysis.  

The first 

argument made 

a case for 

some 

circumstances 

weighed up 

against others 

and the 

reasoning 

followed 

logically.  

{

Systematic 

approach to 

the material, 

taking one 

argument at a 

time and 

analysing

This shows a Level 5: 20-mark response

❑ Focused throughout

❑ Systematic analysis

❑ Well-selected information

}
Counter arguments succinctly laid out, 

leading to a conclusion

}
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20-mark ‘Analyse’: Modelled marking 2

{
Arguments 

presented 

and 

explained

AO1 knowledge 

presented rather than 

arguments analysed

Not focused on 

significance of 

Bodhisattva

This shows a Level 3: 9 mark response

❑ Limited range of knowledge

❑ Lacks focus on the question

❑ Presents arguments

}
Conclusion deals with what is significant 

in Buddhism – not focusing on 

Bodhisattvas in particular

{
}

}
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Q: Marking task 1

Analyse the view that the Holocaust presented a crisis of faith for Judaism [20]

What level and mark would you give this answer?

(You can find this script in your delegate pack)
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Q: Marking task 1 - poll

Analyse the view that the Holocaust presented a crisis of faith for Judaism [20]

This shows a Level 3: 12-mark response

❑ Addresses the question with some relevant points

❑ Not focused on the Holocaust itself – limited knowledge shown

❑ Judgements made of a limited range of possible elements
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Q: Marking task 2

Analyse the significance of one of the following for understanding the Person 

of Jesus in the Gospels:

• The titles of Jesus

• The ‘I am’ sayings [20]

What level and mark would you give this answer?

(You can find this script in your delegate pack)
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Q: Marking task 2 - poll

Analyse the significance of one of the following for understanding the Person 

of Jesus in the Gospels:

• The titles of Jesus

• The ‘I am’ sayings [20]

This shows a Level 5: 20-mark response

❑ Wide range of analysis shows

❑ Examination of theological significance using development

❑ Coherent and reasoned judgements



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ 
Questions
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Examples 

• Evaluate the view that the arguments for the existence of God can do no more than 

increase the probability of God’s existence. 

• Evaluate the view that ethical language is inherently emotive.

• ‘The Jewish authorities were not the only ones responsible for the death of Jesus.’   

Evaluate this claim in the context of the religious and political conflict surrounding Jesus’ 

ministry. 

• Evaluate the success of Triratna Buddhism in applying Buddhist teachings in the modern 

world. 

• Evaluate the significance of the Eucharist for believers.  

• Evaluate the significance of differences between the shruti and smriti texts in relation to 

their authority and use. 

• Evaluate the impact and interpretation of sharia law within Islam.

• Evaluate the role of women in the leadership of the synagogue.

• Evaluate the role of women in Sikhism.
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’: Mark Scheme
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions 

To achieve a Level 5 students must:

‘Evaluate’ - present reasoned judgements that are fully supported by comprehensive 

appraisal of evidence. 

❑ Provide your subjective evaluation that is based on comprehensive evidence. 

❑ Include critical evaluation - you must provide your opinion/verdict on the question 

and will only achieve Level 5 if your conclusion is justified. 

❑ Show a wide range of knowledge – draw on relevant knowledge/specialist language  

to support arguments. 

❑ Discuss different arguments/perspectives and appraise these (chains of reasoning) 

and present your own ‘thesis’/ point of view.

❑ Draw together arguments in a convincing conclusion which brings the answer 

together.

❑ Know the topic and weigh arguments up against other scholarly arguments.  Offer 

your evaluation and try to convince others.  

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’: Advice

Evaluate means to determine the significance of something by careful appraisal 

and study. 

The goal is to present reasoned judgements that are fully supported by comprehensive 

appraisal of evidence. 

• It is important to determine the criteria you are using to assess it against.

• The view needs supporting evidence.  

Remember ‘evaluate’ is about critical evaluation; you must provide your 

opinion/verdict on whether an argument/claim is accurate or groundless. 

Respond in as a critical manner as possible.

• Evaluate questions have a higher AO2 demand than ‘Analyse’ questions. 

• Go beyond an objective analysis of the subject and provide your subjective 

evaluation. 

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’: Modelled marking 1

{
Opening paragraph 

provides a thesis

Comprehensive discussion of Shariah Law and 

the impact on the life of believers

One area is 

linked to the 

next

}
Clear development 

building up chains of 

reasoning

{

}

{
}

Specific vocabulary sustained and 

used in context 
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’: Modelled marking 1

{Coherent 

logical chain 

of reasoning

Clear flow of 

ideas one from 

another {

Full analysis 

showing a wide 

range of 

knowledge and 

understanding of 

the issue

}
Full analysis 

showing a 

wide range of 

knowledge 

and 

understanding 

of the issue}



67© Pearson Education 2023

30-mark ‘Evaluate’: Modelled marking 1

This shows a Level 5: 30-mark response

❑ Balanced discussion focused on the 

question

❑ Judgements supported by accurate 

and relevant knowledge

{
Points are 

well 

supported

Synoptic link explicit

{
Conclusion ties 

arguments 

made 

throughout 

together

}

}
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’: Modelled marking 2

{

Limited knowledge shown with an attempt to 

link back to the question

AO1 facts about Triratna 

Buddhism presented and show 

some limited knowledge but not 

evaluated in relation to success

Brief conclusion which fits 

with points made

}
Links made back to the key words in the question

}
This shows a Level 2: 12 mark 

response

❑ Limited knowledge shown

❑ Ideas not fully explored or 

analysed

❑ Little to no attempt to appraise the 

evidence

{
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Q: Marking task 1

Evaluate the claim that Sufism is regarded as a separate tradition within Islam. 
In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Judaism have been influenced by one of 

the following: 

• Philosophy of Religion

• Religion and Ethics

• New Testament Studies

What level and mark would you give this answer?

(You can find this script in your delegate pack)
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Q: Marking task 1

This shows a Level 5: 30-mark response

❑ Comprehensive evaluation

❑ Systematic approach to the material

❑ Appropriate and clean synoptic link

Evaluate the claim that Sufism is regarded as a separate tradition within Islam. 
In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Judaism have been influenced by one of 

the following: 

• Philosophy of Religion

• Religion and Ethics

• New Testament Studie
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Q: Marking task 2

What level and mark would you give this answer?

(You can find this script in your delegate pack)

Evaluate the claim that critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges 

to religion.   
In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Philosophy of Religion have been 

influenced by one of the following: 

• Religion and Ethics

• New Testament Studies

• the study of a religion



72© Pearson Education 2023

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Q: Marking task 2

Evaluate the claim that critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges 

to religion.   
In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Philosophy of Religion have been 

influenced by one of the following: 

• Religion and Ethics

• New Testament Studies

• the study of a religion

This shows a Level 4: 23-mark response

❑ Comprehensive evaluation

❑ Systematic approach to the material

❑ Clear synoptic link



Teaching and Learning 
Advice 
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Teaching and learning: Advice

• Remember the specific demands of each question and make this a goal 

when reading and planning questions.  

• Recognise how topics can be linked to each other and provide more 

information when answering Q4 – Practice linking ideas together using 

mind maps. 

• Practise formulating a synoptic link at the end of teaching every topic with 

one other paper that is being studied. 

• The anthology is designed to SUPPORT topics and not add to the burden.  

Annotate parts of it while teaching so it is considered in context.  

• Essay writing is time consuming so regular practise of planning can be 

helpful so students can see connections.  



Summary 
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Summary

• The question always contains the same command word/s that has its own 

specific demand. 

• Questions increase in demand and expectation across the paper.

• All answers need to focus on the specific question.

• Mark Schemes used a best fit approach.

• Development is key to showing understanding.

• All judgements must be supported with knowledge.

• Use scholars and key arguments to appraise against.
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Pearson Edexcel Website

The Pearson Edexcel website contains lots of materials, which have been 

checked by senior examiners including:

• course planners

• exemplar material

• explanation of command words

• past papers, mark schemes, examiner reports

• marking guidance

• recordings of past training events

• schemes of work. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html
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Religious Studies Subject Advisor

Susan Currey

Religious Studies

Email: TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com

Phone: UK: 0344 463 2535 

(Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

• Access the Religious Studies community

• Access the customer support portal

• Sign up to receive subject advisor updates

• Live chat via the 'contact us' page

• Find and book events

• Book an appointment with your subject advisor

mailto:TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F95p000000gS5TCAU/religious-studies
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us/teachers.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/contactus
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/


Any questions?
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